
CASIA GOVERNMENT RELATIONS REPORT 
 
 
State Legislative Session Adjourns – CASIA Scores Major Legislative Victory! 
 
Legislature Adjourns But Goes Into Special Session A Week Later…State budget passes 
but budget implementer and cannabis legalization were still outstanding…  
 
CASIA culminates 2-year legislative effort as Senate Bill 266 passes… electronic 
security technicians no longer required to have separate locksmith credential when 
working on electronic or connected locks…  
 
The 2021 regular state legislative session, now in the books, was certainly one like 
none other, with a different “look” and “feel” like as lawmakers, staff and advocates 
alike all adjusted to new ways of doing business while the state capitol remained 
closed to the public throughout the session.  Aside from floor sessions of the House 
and Senate, most legislative business, including committee meetings and public 
hearings, was conducted “virtually” via live online videoconferencing.  When the 
2021 regular legislative session adjourned “Sine Die” (Latin for without a day to 
reconvene, meaning the final adjournment for the year) at midnight on June 9th, 
state lawmakers were already planning to be back at the Capitol the following week 
to meet in special session to address to major outstanding issues from the session 
that were unable to be considered before adjournment. 

In the special “overtime” session, the legislature had to deal with one of the most 
watched topics this year – the legalization of cannabis.  While a bill did pass the 
Senate in the final days of the regular session, time ran out before the House could 
take up the measure, so instead it had to be dealt with again in the special session.  
More information on this legislation will be reported on in future editions of The 
Sentinel, including a review of the various provisions related to employment that are 
contained in the cannabis legalization bill, including various employer protections 
such as those that ensure employers are able to administer pre- and post-
employment drug screening, as well as adopt policies prohibiting the possession 
and use of cannabis both in and out of the workplace. 

The other topic that was addressed during the special session was the so-called 
budget “implementer” bill.  Even though the legislature passed with bipartisan votes 
a $46 billion biennial state budget containing no major tax increases, nearly a 
thousand pages of additional legislative language was still needed to implement the 
various spending, revenue and related policy changes contained in the budget.  
These policy changes in the massive implementer bill ranged from direct budget 
items to parts of various bills that did not make it over the finish line in regular 
session. 

One of the bills that did make it over the finish line after a two-year effort on the 
part of CASIA was Senate Bill 266, “An Act Concerning New Home Construction 



Contractors, Home Improvement Contractors, Trade Apprenticeships and Locksmiths”.  
This large bill contains various provisions related to the laws governing registered 
new home construction contractors and home improvement contractors, among 
other trade and licensing provisions.  Most importantly though, the bill contains a 
major legislative initiative from CASIA by specifying what does and does not 
constitutes locksmith work.  Section 12 of the legislation provides an important 
exemption from the state’s locksmithing law for properly licensed low-voltage 
electronic security technicians who service, install, or repair electronic locks, access 
control devices, or other similar locking devices that connect to an electronic 
security system. 

Senate Bill 266 was ultimately passed on a strong bi-partisan vote of 34 – 1 in the 
Senate and 142 – 5 in the House.  CASIA wishes to extend a special thank you to the 
key legislators who helped support this effort and make it happen, specifically the 
leaders of the legislature’s General Law Committee, including Co-Chairman Rep. 
Mike D’Agostino (D-Hamden) and Co-Chairman Sen. James Maroney (D-Milford), 
along with Ranking Member Rep. Dave Rutigliano (R-Trumbull) and especially 
Ranking Member Sen. Kevin Witkos (R-Canton), who took the lead on bringing all of 
the impacted stakeholders together.   

Be on the lookout in future months editions of The Sentinel for more specifics on the 
new locksmith exemption legislation as well as a complete recap of other bills that 
passed this year that are of interest to the electronic security industry.  

 
The 2021 State Legislative Session May Be Over, But That Doesn’t Mean Your 
Lawmakers Don’t Need To Hear From You – Tell Them What Matters To You 
And The Electronic Security Industry!   
 
Have a question?  Want to express your opinion?  Just want to know who now 
represents you in Hartford?  Go to the website below and enter your address to look 
up your state legislators; with a few quick clicks you can visit their official webpage, 
email them, or get their office phone number to make a call.  Remember – as a CASIA 
member, your voice matters!     
 
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/menu/cgafindleg.asp 
 
 
 
As always, if you have questions on legislation or regulations or if you would like more 
information on an issue, please feel free to contact CASIA Lobbyist Andy Markowski at:  
(860) 707-3620 or aem@statehouseassociates.com.  

https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/menu/cgafindleg.asp

